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University Wuppertal.

All products and services are trademarks or registered trademarks of their respective owners
and are hereby acknowledged.


https://gwg.org/subcommittees/print-and-design/
mailto:koen.degrande@lab9pro.be
mailto:admin@gwg.org?subject=Copyright%20Notice
http://www.gwg.org/

IGWG

Table of Contents

B OAUCTION .ttt et s ettt es s et et e s et b eseseatesesessesesestasessssseseseasessnessas 3
SEEUP ottt a e R s et bbbt 4
SEIECTEA TYPE ettt ettt bttt ee 4
LR T ORSR 5
Add Margin & BIEEM ...ttt sa st saseasesessesanes 5
VLGNS ettt ettt et ettt ettt 5
BIEEA ...ttt ettt ettt ettt ea e et ae e s ae et eae et e s eae s enene b esesenesene 6
CHEATE PDIF ..ttt ettt ettt s sttt st st ese et et ese st et esestatesesestesesessessnessesesesssenan 7
SBEUP ettt bR bbbttt 7
COlON IMOAE ettt ettt st es et e s ae st et ese st essaessesese st et essssssesesessessnsasas 7
MUILIPIE-Page DOCUMENTS ..ottt sse e ease s s s sssessesessesseasessesscnsees 8
TESE FIlE AN RESUIT ...ttt ettt et s et s et es e et sss et esenesseseneana 9
TS FIlE ettt ettt s ettt s ettt ae st et e se et ese st s et ese s enene bt eaeseanens 9
RESUIT .ttt ettt e e a e ettt e et eaeae s es e et et eas st eseae et eseneatsseseasesenesteseseneasens 9
AAAAONS ettt ettt sttt e s et et e et et a e st s ese et et ae st et ese bt e s e s et ese st s et enesteseneneeseneneas 10
INEFOAUCTION ettt ettt ettt et s s et et se st esesa st esesesesaneatessnessesesenssensnens 10
INSTAIITING AQA-0NS ..ottt eaees 10
TNISTAI ettt ettt e s et et ese bt ese st et e s e st et essaeates e et esese st eae st ene et enenestns 10

P DI ettt ettt ettt ettt ettt a et a s aeaeae ettt sttt et et et et eseaeseseaeneneneaeneneneaeaeaen 10
Press REAAY PDF/X ..ttt sttt ettt bbb sttt saen 1

P EITIGNT ettt et 12
INEFOAUCTION ettt ettt ettt e s s et s e et s esese s eseneatesesessesenessaseseneans 12
Preflight and Preflight REPOIT ...ttt ss s sisesasesaes 12
REPOIT ettt bttt 12
RGB CONVEISION ettt ettt s ettt ettt es s s et esesestesesestessassssenensasessnsssasas 13
ReCOMMENAATIONS FOF PIINT et e et teeetetete s se e se e e e e sessssssnas 13

2



IGWG

Introduction

Adobe Express® is becoming popular in in-house printing offices, marketing, and
communication offices. For this reason, we felt it was important to take a closer look at it. In

this document, we share our expertise and provide recommendations for the correct and
predictable production of created files.
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Setup

Set up a new document in Adobe Express.
e Select the type of document to create.

f\ Adobe Express b for content or generat Join community © Fremium member 2 8 0 Q
° Create anything — quickly and easily
"
ame 4
: &> | 2 | ¢
s 7 LQ
“@ Start from your content Generate with Al Explore quick actions. Srowse templates.
a
b Social media Video Photo Document Marketing
o e
T More ways to start 2aied on your
@
. Z forin @ > B =, B~ © ) B )t | | (D] rers || [B] e
(]
Browse templates

Nowt Ingrediont - o ; '
~-LBABE § =

e Click on "Document.”

Selected Type

There are several types available, such as Flyer, Poster, Report, Newsletter, and others. For
example, we used the type “Brochure.”

Get started D Upload media Q Try "fiyer" or "resize image"
Create Quick actions
Standard & Suggested Business
Social media
Video
Photo
Document
Marketing Brochure Business card Card Certificate
D) import from other apps .
L Cover page Divider page Flyer Gift certificate
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Resize

To create bleed, the document must be larger than the final size. Typically, 6 mm is added for
a3 mm bleed on each side (see Bleed).
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Afterward, the document is trimmed on all sides.

Add Margin & Bleed

At the top of the blank document, there are additional settings such as:
e “Show margins” and
e “Show bleed.”

B &8 © 0O 0 B
Show margins O

Show bleed O

Due to bleed, a larger document size is set (of 6 mm).

Margins

“Show margins” provides a visual reference for the graphic designer by displaying a 3 mm
border within the finished document size. When printing to a laser printer, there is always a
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white border around the document because these systems cannot print to the edge of the
paper. For inkjet printers, the driver can enable borderless printing.

Example: Print a photo on inkjet photo paper with an inkjet printer.

Bleed

“Show bleed” is a visual reference for the graphic designer. It displays a 3 mm border outside
the finished document size.

For example, when a photo is used as a background image and white space around the image
after trimming must be avoided, the edges of the image should be extended to the indicated
bleed border.

Show margins o«

&m Show bleed O o)

Duotoon
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Create PDF

Setup

At the top right, the "Download” button is available. Several options are presented, but for
printing, the "PDF Print” version needs to be selected.
Optionally, crop marks can be added and the “Show bleed"” option can be enabled.

Dresze @ Theme T Anmation O sdgoumdcoior @ Margrs @ Sukcrese  Ta Tansate

Page 8 /8- Add e

Download D Poge selected

Page selection
© sclectedpage O All pages
File format

PDF Print (Best for printing) v

Include bleed and crop marks for easier trimming
after printing.
@ Add crop marks

@ show bleed

Color Mode

The “Color mode” option is now available, allowing the selection between RGB and CMYK.
RGB is the most commonly used color mode for most projects and is recommended for
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typical use. If CMYK output is required, the colors can be adjusted in the “Advanced
Settings” option. A selection of preinstalled ICC color profiles is provided to help accurately
convert content to CMYK.

N\ Adobe Express 9 File v [KAYEN) 20 % @ O Dpownload

TestFile Adobe Express 24j... & Do selected
= £ wnload Page
Q < Resize Stored in GWG Group Testfiles - ByKoenO... Sempee Oreae B
Search Custom 210 x 297mm H , selection
@ startnewfile > H D fo 1 B
Q Search all [ MO an 1 © Selectedpage O All pages
® _ (© Move H ]
H 1 File format
Add Custom @ ouplicate : ; POF Print (Best for printing) v
content
Width Height @ Convert to presentation : ;
H | and for easier & t
T 210 297 } Resize E E printing.
Text ¢ 1 @ ~dd crop marks
Y Download © stowbieed
»
Recent <7 share P
Upload
D D @ Bleed and margins > CMYK (let Express manage colors) i
e v Advanced setti
. ® © @ Rulers and guides > e
four stul Color profile
@ Business card  Instagram sc S Show version history Coated FOGRA39 (1SO 12647-22004) v
35x2in post
() G submit feedback >
Browse
Templates P2 Report abuse
Social media and a
(2] © Backto Home
Theme ) viden

Multiple Page Documents

Multiple pages can also be exported as individual pages. This option is not mandatory but
may help with automation later.

Download n Pages selected

Page selection

O Selected pages O Au pages

File format

PDF Print (Best for printing) b7

Include bleed and crop marks for easier trimming
after printing.
@ Add crop marks

@ Sshow bleed

Download as individual PDF files
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Test File and Result

Test File

We tested Adobe Express with the same test file we use to evaluate all solutions we have
tested (link to webpage where all guides are available).

Result

The result is a PDF exported with bleed and crop marks. Below are some screenshots from
the eight-page document used to test Adobe Express.

Exmple:
This is a testfile

Grayscale lenago

&, Ghent
® yorkgroup
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Add-ons

Introduction

“Add-ons” extend the functionality of Adobe Express and allow both Adobe and external
developers to distribute them to users through the Adobe Marketplace. Adobe is not
responsible for the quality of these add-ons. Some may be more useful than others.

Discover Al

Adabe's picks

° Add-ons
@
B

® h
.... w 5
ac 9
bl B

Captons

S——— ey et i eage g gt

ritem  Collections

Alpowered  Socalmedia  Designelements  Creative guidance

g "maEe Animate
¥ e ntinee

Add-ons have a separate icon in the sidebar on the left.

Installing Add-ons

To access these extra features, “Add-ons” need to be installed. In some cases, creating an
account may be required to use them, and not all “Add-ons” are free of charge.

Install

Installing an add-on is very easy.

e Open Adobe Express and sign in.

e Click the "Add-ons” icon in the sidebar on the left.

e Search for add-ons by scrolling or using the search function at the top.
e  When a useful add-on is found, click “Add".

PDF

We searched for PDF and found different “Add-ons".
e For Archiving - PDF/A

e Press Ready - PDF/X

e Print Ready

10



° Add-ons

Filter
— e —
o
o Brand| Package Box Maker
: B - . @I .
[+]
[+]
o
.
.
-
O )

Press Ready — PDF/X

: ,
B I

Click the “Add-ons" icon in the sidebar on the left.
Search for add-ons by scrolling or using the search function at the top.
After finding the useful add-on, click “Add".

S
o DRI
. Thisis a testfile
e [ S—

BEEESR -

The file can be exported as PDF/X-3, PDF/X-4, or PDF/X-6.

[ 4

[ 4
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Preflight

Introduction

In the GWG, we have created preflight profiles for digital printing. In most cases, documents
generated by Adobe Express® are printed on digital output devices. The preflight profile was
used to check the test file GWG_Digital_Print 2022.

We used the verification version, so there is no automated correction.

Preflight and Preflight Report

We performed the test using callas pdfToolbox version 15 and Enfocus PitStop version 24.11.

Report

A screenshot from each application:

eve Enfocus Navigator
Processed with 'GWG_Digital_Print_2022 Verity' Actionsv
»lox 10 Objects: 3 Highignt 3 Select

Description Objects

K POF/X-4 : RenditionClass, VarsioniD is missing from document XMP.
X POF/X-4 : POF/X version is empty, should be POF/X-4
K POF/X-4 : Document trapped flag is Unknown
K Page blending color space is not equal 1o Device CMYK of not defin.
% The color space of the PDF/X Output Intent ICC Profile Is not CMYK
% ROB color is used (1x on page 7)
7. Pages 1- 8 from “TestFile Adobe Express 24 ju 2024-3.pat* K Image uses ICC based gray or ICC based CMYX (3x on pages 1-2,7)
¥ 22 Digital Print (GWG 2022) X 1CC based is used (75x on pages 1-8)
¥ 3 POF document is not compiiant with POF/X-4 L. Color or grayscale image is larger than 16 pixels and has a resolutio.

» X Outputintent for PDF/X missing

» 3 POF/X-4 entry missing or incorrect

» X Trapped key not present in XMP metadata

» 3 XMP does not have 8 RenditionClass entry in the XMP Media Management Schema

R I e

» 3 XMP does not have a VersioniD entry in the XMP Media Management Schema

» 3 Object XMP metadata is not vaiid (5 matches on 3 pages) ML
» X DevicoRGB, ICC-based CMYK and ICC-based Gray not allowed for images (4 matches on 3 pages) POF/X-4 : POF/X-4 Output Intent is missing
» X DeviceRGB, ICC-based and calibrated color spaces not allowed for non image objects (75 matches on 8 pages) Found: 1 object
» X space not (163 matches on 8 pages)
» 1 Potentially insufficient image resolution 95 - 149 ppi (2 matches on 2 pages)
» gl Overview .

» 1O caias pdfToolbox information

Change Output intent

Change document
Cnange pages
Change Output Intent to be compiant with:  poF/x-122001 B

Use ICC profile

Use ICC standard characterization

The most important messages are:
e Output Intent is missing.
e Device RGB or RGB is used.
e Transparency blending color space is not Device CMYK.
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RGB Conversion

When importing images, logos, designs, etc., the document is automatically converted to

RGB.
Also, when CMYKimages are imported into Adobe Express®, they are converted to RGB. The

transparency color space is therefore also RGB.

Recommendations for Print
The document should reproduce correctly on digital devices. For commercial printing

presses, the document should be converted to CMYK using workflow systems or color
servers.
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