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NEWS UPDATE 

 

Ghent Workgroup invites you to Ljubljana, Slovenia for the 

9th Conference on Information and Graphic Arts Technology 

 

GHENT, BELGIUM – March 5, 2024 – Ghent Workgroup invites you to participate at the 

9th Conference on Information and Graphic Arts Technology, which will take place at 

the Faculty of Natural Sciences and Engineering in Ljubljana, Slovenia from 11 to 12 

April 2024. 

While being in Ljubljana for their spring technical meeting, Ghent Workgroup will actively 

participate and present a few interesting topics at the 9th Conference of Information and 

Graphic Arts Technology. 

The two-day scientific conference will provide a unique opportunity to bring together 

researchers and experts from different fields of graphic communications to share their 

knowledge and knowhow, and take part in discussion, while providing a starting point for 

further development in the fields covered by the event topics.  

Freddy Pieters, member of Ghent Workgroup and speaker at the Conference states: 

“Universities are the breeding ground of future generations of decision makers. In this 

respect it is important for students and professors alike to be informed about important new 

developments in their fields of expertise.” 

Prior to the meeting and conference, Ghent Workgroup will present a technological forum 

for the students of Ljubljana University, where the future of PDF will be discussed. Prof. Raša 

Urbas, Head of the Chair of Information and Graphic Arts Technology adds: “It’s very 

important for the Ghent Workgroup to raise awareness of correct approach to the steps of 

graphic prepress and printing amongst the future generation of print.” 

Ghent Workgroup presentations: 

The State and Future of Print technology and processes and the Role of the GWG in the 

Print Community  

http://www.gwg.org/
https://gwg.org/event/9th-conference-on-information-and-graphic-arts-technology/
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Thursday 11 April 2024 at 9.15 am – David Zwang (Chair GWG) 

This presentation will look at the evolving changes in print technologies and processes. It 

will include a look at print and finishing/converting technologies with an emphasis on 

automation, ai, and connected processes that support a connected world. 

Preflight and its role in print production   

Thursday 11 April 2024 at 10 am – Christian Blaise (Marketing Officer GWG) 

Many stakeholders are working on delivering a perfect file from agency to press. Therefore, 

to ensure the quality of the exchanged material, preflight has been playing a key role in this 

production chain. This presentation will cover the evolution of preflight, from the early days 

where the control focused on technical aspects of the received PDF, current preflight 

processes where on top of the technical check, job content is also preflighted, to the future 

of preflight and correction using AI. 

PDF2.0 and PDF/X-6  

Friday 12 April 2024 at 9 am – Freddy Pieters (member GWG) 

Although PDF 2.0 has already been published in 2017 the adoption rate is still very low. This 

presentation focuses on the new features of PDF 2.0 that are relevant for the graphic 

industry. It provides insights in the added value and also lack of added value of some of these 

new features. These insights can help explain why PDF 2.0 has not yet established itself, but 

also why authoring application developers should make more efforts to support it. As 

support for PDF2.0 rises users will also have to rely on the use of PDF/X-6, a new version of 

the PDF exchange format that is based on PDF 2.0. 

For more information please visit: conference.grafika.si. 

 

 

About Ghent Workgroup 

 

The Ghent Workgroup, formed in June 2002, is an international assembly of industry associations, suppliers, educators 

and industry members from around the globe. The Ghent Workgroup’s objective is to establish and disseminate process 
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specifications for best practices in graphic arts workflows. 

  

Since its inception almost 20 years ago, the organization has consistently produced numerous process specifications for 

PDF exchange, as well as developing useful tools for automating processes and testing and establishing consistent PDFs 

for print, publishing and packaging production – all available free atwww.gwg.org.  

  

Members are comprised of graphic arts associations including CIP4 (Switzerland), Febelgra (Belgium), Fespa (UK), 

Medibel+ (Belgium), Printing United Alliance (USA), TAGA (Italy) and VIGC (Belgium). Vendor members include ECO3, 

callas software, Canon, DALIM Software, Fiery, Enfocus, Esko, Global Graphics, Heidelberg, HYBRID Software, Ricoh, Tech 

Research (TagG) and Ultimate Technographics. Industry members are Artoption, FourPees, Lab9, JP/Politikens Hus, RRD 

and ybam. Educational members are Arteveldehogeschool Gent, CEC LATAM, Darmstadt University of Applied Sciences, 

Future Schoolz India, Government Institute of Printing Technology (GIPT), Media University Stuttgart, Ryerson University, 

the University of Ljubljana, the University of Novi Sad, Universiti Teknologi MARA (UiTM), The Regional Institute of Printing 

Technology Kolkata and the University of Wuppertal. 

 

Press contacts: 

Ghent Workgroup 

Christian Blaise,  

Carole Demeulemeester, 

marketing@gwg.org 
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