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David

• Started working at Enfocus in 1996
(Tailor, PitStop…)

• Helped to start the Ghent Workgroup in June 2002
• Co-founded Gradual Software in 2004

(Switch)
• CTO at Four Pees from 2008

(working with callas software, axaio software, 
Elpical, InSoft…)



Christian

• 30 years of experience in several companies and roles:
– Gap Systems (Implementation Consultant & COO)
– Enfocus (International Sales Account Manager)
– Nestlé (eBusiness Project Manager & Graphic Chain Expert)
– Société Alsacienne d’Aluminium, now AMCOR (Prepress Manager)

• Founder & Owner of bleuprocess (2007), founder & CEO of 
agileStreams (2018), offering consultancy in process
automation & in packaging

• Teamleader Professional Services & Support at Four Pees
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Let’s talk terminology



Standards vs. specifications

• Standard: “a level of quality or attainment”
• Specification: “an act of identifying something 

precisely or of stating a precise requirement”

In developing guidelines around PDF,
these terms are and can be used 

virtually interchangeably



ISO



GWG
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The standards



ISO 32000



ISO 32000 or PDF

• Comes in two parts:
– 32000-1, published in July 2008
– 32000-2, published in December 2020



PDF

PDF/X



blind eXchange



PDF/X flavors

• PDF/X-1, PDF/X-1a
• PDF/X-2
• PDF/X-3
• PDF/X-4, PDF/X-4p
• PDF/X-5g, PDF/X-5pg, PDF/X-5n
• PDF/X-6





GWG specifications

• There is one PDF/X standard
• There are many GWG specification variants
– Newspaper Ads
– Magazine Ads
– Sheetfed Offset CMYK
– Sheetfed Offset Spot Hi-Res
– Sheetfed Offset Spot Lo-Res
– …



Standards in standards

PDF

PDF/X

GWG

Workflow 
Specific
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Which standard to use, principles and consequences




